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Roll Call 
 

NORTHAMPTON  
Northampton, MA 

 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

212 MAIN STREET,  
_______________ 

 
A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Council President 
Ryan R. O’Donnell. At 7:21 p.m. on a roll call the following City Councilors were 
present: 
 

At-Large Councilor William H. Dwight       At-Large Councilor Ryan O’Donnell 
Ward 1 Councilor Maureen T. Carney      Ward 2 Councilor Dennis P. Bidwell 
Ward 3 Councilor James Nash                 Ward 4 Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra     
Ward 5 Councilor David A. Murphy          Ward 6 Councilor Marianne LaBarge   
Ward 7 Councilor Alisa F. Klein                    

 

 
Announcement of 
Audio/Video 
Recording 

 
Councilor O’Donnell announced that the meeting was being audio and video 
recorded for broadcast by Northampton Community Television. 

 
Public Hearings 
18.190 National 
Grid Pole Petition 
for Prospect 
Street (Petition 
#26534766) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Public Hearings 
18.190 National Grid Pole Petition for Prospect Street (Petition #26534766) 
Since an abutter was present for the Prospect Street pole petition, Councilor 
O’Donnell took this petition out of order. 
 
Councilor Dwight moved to open the public hearing for the pole petition on 
Prospect Street. Councilor LaBarge seconded. The motion passed unanimously 
9:0 by voice vote. 
 
National Grid representative Lisa Jasinski explained that the petition is for a pole to 
be installed across the street from the synagogue in the public way in front of 260 
Prospect Street. The supplemental pole is to support the service line that goes into 
the synagogue parking lot to feed the school. The new stub pole is to provide 
support for an existing pole that is presently being supported by a tree guy, she 
confirmed.  
 
Councilor O’Donnell asked if anyone else wished to speak in support or in 
opposition. No one did.  
 
The DPW has requested two conditions, Councilor O’Donnell stated. He reviewed 
the conditions as follows: 
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18.175 National 
Grid/Verizon New 
England Pole 
Petition for 
Hinckley Street  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18.191 National 
Grid/Verizon New 
England Pole 
Petition for 
Vernon Street 
(Petition 
#26990106) 

1. When the new hole for the new pole location has been opened, it shall be 
inspected by the DPW prior to the pole being placed. 

2. If a sewer lateral is disturbed in any way it must be repaired/ relocated by 
National Grid at the direction of the City Engineer.  

Ms. Jasinski confirmed that National Grid is aware of the conditions. 
 
Councilor Dwight moved to close the hearing. Councilor Bidwell seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by voice vote. 
 
18.175 National Grid/Verizon New England Pole Petition for Hinckley Street 
(Petition #26535923) 
Councilor Dwight moved to open the public hearing at 7:25 p.m. Councilor LaBarge 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by voice vote. 
 
A pole in the driveway is getting pulled over, Ms. Jasinski advised. The contractor 
is removing the pole and replacing it with a new one. The customer will eventually 
be digging a trench to bring the electric service underground to the pole.  
 
There being no public comment, Councilor Klein moved to close the hearing. 
Councilor LaBarge seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by voice vote. 
 
18.191 National Grid/Verizon New England Pole Petition for Vernon Street 
(Petition #26990106) 
Councilor Bidwell moved to open the public hearing. Councilor Dwight seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by voice vote. 
 
The subject pole is a mid-span pole, Ms. Jasinski related. National Grid often asks 
for permission to install these poles when wires are too low. Putting in the pole will 
raise the wires a little. 
 
There being no questions, Councilor Dwight moved to close the public hearing. 
Councilor Bidwell seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by voice vote. 
 

 
Updates from 
Council President 
& Committee 
Chairs 
 

 
Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs 
In accordance with Section 9-2 of the Code of Ordinances, Councilor O’Donnell 
announced that he is appointing Councilor Dwight as the City Council representa-
tive to the Charter Review Committee. It is his understanding that the appointment 
does not need to be referred to City Services as the ordinance does not require it. 
 

 
Recognitions and 
One-Minute 
Announcements 

 
Recognitions and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors 
None. 
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by Councilors 
 

 
Communications 
& Proclamations 
from the Mayor 
 

 
Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor 
None. 
 

 
Resolutions 
 

 
Resolutions 
None. 
 

 
Presentations 
 

 
Presentations 
None. 
 

 
Consent Agenda 

 
Consent Agenda  
Councilor O’Donnell reviewed the items on the consent agenda, stating that, at the 
request of any councilor, he would remove an item for separate consideration. 
Councilor Klein moved to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Dwight  
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by voice vote. 
 
The following items were approved as part of the consent agenda: 
A. Minutes of December 6, 2018 
B. 18.175 Approve National Grid/Verizon Pole Petition for Hinckley Street  
C. 18.191 Approve National Grid/Verizon Pole Petition for Vernon Street 
D. 18.214 An Order to Approve Pole Petition for Prospect Street 
E. 18.215 Second Hand Dealer License Application – Vapour City Vintage 
F. 18.220 Appointments to Charter Review Committee - for referral to City 

Services Committee 
Charter Review Committee 
Stanley W. Moulton, 34 Perkins Avenue, Northampton (Ward 1) 
Term:  January 1, 2019-December 31, 2019 
Roberta Sullivan, 83 Maynard Road, Northampton (Ward 2) 
Term:  January 1, 2019-December 31, 2019 
Patricia Healy, 21 Longfellow Drive, Florence (Ward 6) 
Term:  January 1, 2012-December 31, 2019 
Mollie Fox, 24 Water Street, Leeds (Ward 7) 
Term:  January 1, 2019-December 31, 2019 
 
The following order passed a single reading: 
 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
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In City Council, December 20, 2018   

Upon the recommendation of Council President Ryan R. O’Donnell  

 

18.214 AN ORDER TO APPROVE POLE PETITION FOR PROSPECT STREET 
BE IT ORDERED 

 

WHEREAS, on October 15, 2018, National Grid submitted to the 

Northampton City Clerk’s office Pole Petition #26534766, Petition for 

Pole and Wire Locations dated October 12, 2018 (“the petition”) to install 

a pole, down guy and anchor with 8 foot lead across from pole 47 Prospect 

Street; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Northampton Department of Public Works (DPW) has 

reviewed the petition and determined that there may be a conflict with a 

sewer lateral and, by memorandum from Felix Harvey to DPW Director 

Donna LaScaleia dated November 19, 2018, has requested that conditions 

be attached to any approval of the petition; and;  

  

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to approve the petition with 

conditions. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 

The City Council hereby approves the Order for Pole and Wire Locations 

for Petition #26534766 with the following conditions:  

1. When the new hole for the new pole location has been opened, it 

shall be inspected by the DPW prior to the pole being placed. 

2. If a sewer lateral is disturbed in any way it must be 

repaired/relocated by National Grid at the direction of the City 

Engineer.  

National Grid must obtain an “Excavation/Trench Permit” issued by the 

City of Northampton prior to excavation, regardless of the exact location 

of the hole. 

 

Rules suspended, passed single reading and enrolled. 
 

 
Recess for 
Committee on 
Finance Meeting 
 

 
At 7:31 p.m., the City Council recessed for the Committee on Finance 
meeting. The Committee on Finance adjourned at 8:29 p.m. The City Council 
reconvened at 8:30 p.m. 
 

 
Financial Orders 
(on 1st reading) 
 

 
Financial Orders (on 1st reading pending Finance review) 
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18.218 An Order 
to Authorize 
Acquisition of 
Storm Drain 
Easement off 
Marshall Street - 
1st reading 
18.219 An Order 
to Authorize 
Acquisition of 
Easements for 
Road Improve-
ments at Brad-
ford Street and 
Woodmont  
18.216 Order to 
Grant Driveway 
Easement to 
Albert Mosley - 
1st reading 
 
18.217 An Order 
to Accept Gift of 
Ammunition from 
Walmart - 1st 
reading 
 
 

18.218 An Order to Authorize Acquisition of Storm Drain Easement off 
Marshall Street - 1st reading 
18.219 An Order to Authorize Acquisition of Easements for Road 
Improvements at Bradford Street and Woodmont - 1st reading 
Councilor O’Donnell said he’d like to start with the order just approved in Finance 
since people were present for that item. He said he would be willing to entertain a 
motion. 
 
Councilor Dwight asked if he could combine Orders 18.218 and 18.219. There 
being no objection, Councilor Dwight moved to approve 18.218 and 18.219 as a 
group in first reading. Councilor Murphy seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
See minutes of January 3, 2019 for second reading. 
 
18.216 An Order to Grant Driveway Easement to Albert Mosley - 1st reading 
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in first reading. Councilor Bidwell 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
See minutes of January 3, 2019 for second reading. 
 
18.217 An Order to Accept Gift of Ammunition from Walmart - 1st reading 
Councilor Murphy moved to put the order on the floor for discussion. Councilor 
LaBarge seconded. 
 
She is hoping to see this referred to City Services for further discussion and in 
hopes of having that body consider forwarding the information request to the 
Mayor so they can get an idea of what the ammunition budget has looked like 
historically and how the donation might offset future budgets, Councilor Klein said. 
She moved to refer the order to City Services. Councilor Dwight seconded. 
 
Councilor Carney commented that it wouldn’t be unprecedented. The police chief 
is meeting with the City Services Committee at its first meeting in January, she 
noted. 
 
Councilor O’Donnell said he sees that as a reasonable course of action. He heard 
a lot of questions from almost everyone on the City Council this evening. 
 
“This is unprecedented. It is not standard practice to refer gifts to committee,” 
Mayor Narkewicz interjected. He’s disappointed that they couldn’t treat this as any 
other gift and have a conversation about it, he said. 
 
Councilor Bidwell said he thinks [referral] is unnecessary. He finds it surprising and 
disappointing that they are singling out this particular donation for scrutiny when 
they haven’t done it before. He does think they need to be cognizant as the legisla-
tive body of the impact to the morale of the department. It is a real thing. He sat in 
on a committee to interview candidates and, in interviews with eight candidates, 
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the question of how the police are perceived by the community and department 
morale came up in every interview. Not only is this an issue in exit interviews when 
people depart, it is also an issue when they go to recruit. He thinks they should be 
very careful in thinking about the message they are sending to the department and 
to their officers when in fact it is merely receiving by donation ammunition that 
would otherwise be used anyways. He thinks it is inappropriate to provide such 
unusual scrutiny to this particular situation. 
 
This is unusual, though, Councilor Dwight replied. There is a community concern. 
The fact is they’re not speaking about school books or buses, they’re talking about 
lethal systems that they acknowledge and recognize the police must be trained on. 
There are questions relevant to this; i.e. the concern relative to a large corporation 
making a donation and benefitting from its largesse while the city doesn’t get the 
full benefit. He has a problem with that and thinks it warrants further discussion. 
 
They are also talking about a department that has the right to carry guns and the 
authority to shoot and kill citizens. That actually warrants special consideration. He 
understands and appreciates the point about morale. He thinks it is an enormous 
responsibility to become a law enforcement officer and that one of those enormous 
responsibilities is having lethal authority over people. Teachers don’t have that, the 
fire department doesn’t have that and the DPW doesn’t have that, he noted.  
 
There has been an ongoing debate triggered by a number of items that have come 
before the council; he for one subscribes to the point that the police department is 
valuable and that their police department is an excellent one. That said, it goes 
with the territory. They have sent a number of things to committee that he didn’t 
particularly get excited about that were also unprecedented in the past. He doesn’t 
think this is going to be any worse. That is the nature of this body, it’s the nature of 
governance, and it’s the nature of the democratic process. He doesn’t have a 
problem with it going to committee for further analysis. 
 
Councilor LaBarge asked why instead of City Services it couldn’t go to the Finance 
Committee. 
 
The jurisdiction of public safety was taken over by City Services and finance has 
already voted on it, Councilor O’Donnell reminded. 
 
They are talking about getting an exact quote from Chief Kasper of what the 
department needs and what it doesn’t. To her, that’s finance, Councilor LaBarge 
maintained. 
 
Fair enough, Councilor O’Donnell said. To put it in perspective, discussing some-
thing is not a punitive measure; it’s their job, he pointed out. He does think it’s 
appropriate for the council to think about the questions that almost every member 
has posed. As council president, it’s his hope to facilitate a conversation about 
those questions. He doesn’t see it as a punitive thing or as being decisive. 
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His concern is that, when they have a discussion about a particular item; they are 
not inviting the better conversation, Councilor Nash enjoined. The bigger question 
is how they as citizens relate to their police department. There is a struggle around 
that for some citizens in Northampton. There is distrust. They are not going to get 
at it by talking about these bullets. He thinks that’s the route to go at some point. 
He doesn’t think it’s going to benefit them to go to committee with this but at the 
same time they have to recognize there probably is a discussion they should have. 
 
He isn’t saying that sending something to committee is unprecedented, Mayor 
Narkewicz clarified. If the City Council wants to have a public policy discussion 
about whether the police should be armed or not be armed it seems like the budget 
process is the appropriate forum. His concern is that this gift item is going to be 
extrapolated into some larger policy discussion, he elaborated. He is frankly 
regretting that he agreed to accept the gift and is inclined to withdraw it.  
 
“I can write the script for the hearing,” he lamented. Some of the comments he’s 
heard tonight are outrageous; for example, the characterization of their police 
officers as ‘violence workers.’ In fact, most of them receive more training in social 
services and drug intervention. 
 
He has to try and shape this discussion a little bit, Councilor O’Donnell said. Nine 
members of the council are debating this, and members of the public speak for 
themselves, whatever they may say. He doesn’t want this to turn into a polemic for 
or against the police. This is about a straightforward acceptance of a gift. If it is 
referred to committee, the goal is to discuss the gift, not to have a wide-ranging 
discussion about policing. Maybe some people want that; he does not. His goal is 
to have a proper process around the issue that has come before them. It is not in 
any way about whether police should be deprived of their guns, he stressed. 
 
When she suggested that this be referred to city services, her goal was to [facilitate 
getting more information], Councilor Klein clarified. They don’t have a mechanism 
by which the council today could take a vote on whether to make an information 
request of the mayor. Since that is not an option and since the vote on the gift 
would take place before they would have the ability to discuss whether they as a 
council would be willing to make the request, she was hoping that City Services 
would grapple with that question and decide whether they would be willing to 
submit questions to the Mayor for follow-up before the council accepts the gift. 
 
As a point of information, Councilor Carney asked if it is appropriate for a 
committee to make an information request. 
 
He thinks it’s a little bit of a gray area, Councilor O’Donnell said. In reading the 
charter, it seems to be up to the whole body to make the request. However, the 
council rules seem to indicate a committee can make a request. He could see the 
city solicitor weighing in with the opinion that it has to be the full council. They 
could ask for clarification. 
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Community Resources has put in an information request in the past so there is 
certainly precedence for that happening, Councilor Klein noted. 
 
His typical position is to provide information to individuals and committees, Mayor 
Narkewicz confirmed. However, he believes Charter Section 2-7 is in state law and 
supersedes council rules. He said he’s not sure why councilors couldn’t continue 
the item until they have discussed the information request. They could take a 
reading tonight, entertain the information request at the next meeting and defer the 
second reading if additional information is considered necessary, he elaborated. 
 
Councilor Bidwell clarified that he had a specific question, but his question was 
answered. His question was whether it would be possible to ask the chief to 
determine which items would be used and then to accept only those items which 
would be used and the answer was yes. As far as he’s concerned, his questions 
have been asked and answered to his satisfaction. He doesn’t think this is the time 
for the City Services Committee to have a discussion about the role of the police in 
the community and whether or not the police should be armed. 
 
However, the committee would not be considering the larger question of whether 
the police should be armed in Northampton, Councilor O’Donnell asserted. 
 
The questions may have been answered, but if the unusable items are separated 
out, the order will have to be amended, Councilor Sciarra noted. 
 
He has a feeling that people are conflating the public comment with the debate on 
the council floor, Councilor Dwight observed. The debate as such is a debate on 
the item that is on the agenda. What he’s hearing is that the public comment is 
what makes people feel most uncomfortable; the emphatic public comment is what 
gives people a certain disquietude. “We don’t control that,” he reminded.  
 
[Councilors] shouldn’t predicate decisions - good, bad or indifferent - on things that 
are necessarily said during public comment, he suggested. They are charged as a 
representative body to make decisions predicated on the information at hand. In 
that respect, he has absolutely no problem with this going to committee to discuss 
some of the questions that have been raised, but he would not be in favor of the 
information request because he has not heard anything that would inspire him to 
vote in favor of it. 
 
They had the same discussion somewhat in the course of the camera debate with 
him arguing against referral, he acknowledged, noting that he appreciates the irony 
of that. Their responsibility is to make reasonable and sound and fair decisions and 
the fact that there is emotion attached should not scare them away from having the 
discussion, he concluded. 
 
The inventory she did was not just an empty exercise, it was because she wanted 
to understand the quantity of lethal munitions they were talking about, Councilor 
Klein presented. That’s also why she wanted to understand what the NPD has in 
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stock now, to know how long it will last and how it would affect the budget in the 
future. They’re not just antagonistic questions to express her anger at policing in 
the United States or in their city. They are very concrete questions to help her 
make a reasoned decision on whether this is a gift they should accept. She tried to 
find an elegant way to make sure some of those questions get answered by 
referring it to committee.  
 
People end up in policy discussions, philosophical discussions and political discus-
sions from strange places sometimes, she observed. Sometimes it so happens 
that a question about a donation triggers questions that are philosophical in nature. 
“That’s okay,” she opined. They have been told a number of times that this has 
never happened with a donation or a gift and that [gift acceptance] is just ‘de 
rigueur.’ At times, different things come up that trigger questions and she thinks 
that’s appropriate. 
 
She stands by the idea of referral to City Services and hopes that people will see it 
for what it is and not an attempt on her part to create a referendum on the police 
department. 
 
Councilor O’Donnell said he’s fine supporting the motion to refer this to a City 
Council committee and has faith that the chair and members will look at the 
question professionally and in detail. 
 
Council Murphy asked for a roll call, and the motion to refer the order to City 
Services passed by roll call vote with 6 Yes (Councilors Carney, Dwight, Klein, 
LaBarge, O’Donnell and Sciarra) and 3 No (Councilors Bidwell, Murphy and Nash). 
 

 
Financial Orders 
(on 2nd reading) 
18.207 An Order 
to Appropriate 
Free Cash to 
Stabilization and 
Capital Stabili-
zation-2nd 
reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Financial Orders (on 2nd reading) 
 
Councilor Carney stepped out. 
 
18.207 An Order to Appropriate Free Cash to Stabilization and Capital 
Stabilization – 2nd reading 
Councilor Murphy moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Klein 
seconded. The motion passed 8:0 by roll call vote with one absent (Councilor 
Carney). 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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18.208 An Order 
to Appropriate 
Enterprise Fund 
Retained Earn-
ings to Various 
Capital Projects – 
2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
18.208 An Order to Appropriate Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings to 
Various Capital Projects – 2nd reading 
Councilor Klein moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Murphy 
seconded. The motion passed 8:0 by roll call vote with one absent (Councilor 
Carney). 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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18.209 An Order 
to Appropriate 
Free Cash to NPS 
for McKinney 
Vento Transport-
ation Reimburse-
ment-2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
18.209 An Order to Appropriate Free Cash to NPS for McKinney Vento 
Transportation Reimbursement – 2nd reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Bidwell 
seconded. The motion passed 8:0 by roll call vote with one absent (Councilor 
Carney). 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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18.210 Order to 
Appropriate Free 
Cash to NPS for 
Circuit Breaker 
Reimbursement – 
2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
18.210 An Order to Appropriate Free Cash to NPS for Circuit Breaker 
Reimbursement – 2nd reading 
Councilor Bidwell moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Dwight 
seconded. The motion passed 8:0 by roll call vote with one absent (Councilor 
Carney). 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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18.211 Order to 
Appropriate Host 
Community Fee 
to Health Depart-
ment for Emer-
gency Prepared-
ness Activities – 
2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
18.211 An Order to Appropriate Host Community Fee to Health Department 
for Emergency Preparedness Activities – 2nd reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor 
LaBarge seconded. The motion passed 8:0 by roll call vote with one absent 
(Councilor Carney). 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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18.212 An Order 
to Borrow $2.5 
Million for Paving 
– 2nd reading 
 

 
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
18.212 An Order to Borrow $2.5 Million for Paving – 2nd reading 
Councilor Klein moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor LaBarge 
seconded. The motion passed 8:0 by roll call vote with one absent (Councilor 
Carney). 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 

 
Orders 
 

 
Orders 
None. 

 
Ordinances (Not 
yet Referred) 
 

 
Ordinances (Not yet Referred) 
None. 

  
Ordinances 
18.173 An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 312-36 of the Code Book (Proposal 
to Increase Hourly Rate in E.J. Gare Parking Garage) – 2nd reading 
Councilor Bidwell moved to approve the ordinance in second reading. Councilor 
Sciarra seconded. The motion passed 8:0 by roll call vote with one absent 
(Councilor Carney). 
 
The following ordinance passed two readings: 
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Rules suspended, passed two readings, ordained and enrolled. 
 

 
Information 
(Charter 
Provision 2-7) 
& Study Requests  
 

 
Information (Charter Provision 2-7) and Information Study Requests  
 
None 

 
Motion to 
Adjourn 

 
Upon motion made by Councilor Dwight and seconded by Councilor 
LaBarge, the meeting was adjourned at 9:08 p.m.  
 
Attest:  Laura Krutzler, Administrative Assistant to the City Council 


